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LONGMON SUSTAINBLE BUSINESS PROGRAM
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video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUysP0JPHBU


LONGMONT SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS PROGRAM

 Launched in 2019
 1st National City Program Based on Triple Bottom Line (TBL) 
 Bilingual (~30% Latino/Hispanic)
 Recognize TBL efforts
 Support to achieve business sustainability – resiliency over time

EQUITY

Restore the 
environment

Stronger
Communities

Quality 
Jobs



PROGRAM GROUNDED IN EQUITY



HOW TO NAVIGATE THE SYSTEM
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 Sales & Use Taxes
 Forestry/ Business License
 Permits and Inspections
 Special Business licenses
 Purchasing and Contracting



WE WERE DOING ALL OF THIS… 
BUT



THROUGH 
THE COVID19 
CRISIS….
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Interdependency

Inequitable access to resources  

Fragile supply chains

Disparities for People of Color (e.g. resources going 
to big businesses)

Sustainability Set backs

All deepen by climate change (e.g. fires in Colorado)



FOCUS: ASSIT SMALL BUSINESSES
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 Assisted in pandemic response
 Partnered with Latino Chamber to 

outreach Spanish speaking 
businesses

 Our program became a SAFE
platform for Latino Business not 
only in Longmont but also in the 
County and beyond

#SBPsocioeconomicactions



WHAT WE DID
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 Cultural appropriate translations of public 
health orders 

 Outdoor permits for patio
 Technical assistance to apply for grants 

and loans
– 60 Latino businesses, 51 of which were 

awarded with amounts ranging from $3,500 to 
$15,000, and 35 Longmont businesses with City 
grants.

 Led a committee for a community 
foundation grant for business of color

#SBPsocioeconomicactions



WHAT WE DID
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 Information on PPE supplies
 Hosted COVID19 webinars
 Coordinated vaccinations clinics 

(1200 people)
 Outreach through non-traditional 

channels, e.g. FB, WhatsApp, text 
 Voice out business concerns to 

County and City officials
 Include sustainability aspects on 

grant applications

#SBPsocioeconomicactions



COVID SILVERLINGING
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 Build trust
 COVID19 offered an opportunity to bring the 

sustainability concept to small businesses, 
especially the underrepresented.

 Increased participation from minority-owned 
businesses, 

– 11 Latino businesses certified, 13 participating in 
2021

 Invest in long term solutions  Efficiency 
Improvements and GHS gas reductions (e.g. 
ARPA funding)



2020 SBP PARTICIPANTS
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TAKEAWAYS
 COVID-19 will force businesses to act more 

responsibly in the long-term
 Empathy, support and cooperation 

success
 Aim to create social + financial value
 Reflect on your environmental footprint
 Opening doors in a more sustainable fashion 
 resiliency

 The bold and creative steps your business 
takes today, will define your legacy 
tomorrow.

Your CITY is 

the destination 

you want to 

sell. Invest in it!



QUESTIONS? WANT TO LEARN MORE? GET 
INVOLVED?
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Contact:
Berenice Garcia Tellez, Economic 
Sustainability Specialist
Berenice.Garcia-
Tellez@longmontcolorado.gov
(303)774-3514

mailto:Berenice.Garcia-Tellez@longmontcolorado.gov


THANK YOU
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