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Holistic Climate Impact Approach to 
Environmental Outcome Data

 Small measures collectively can make a big impact, but how do we know the 
biggest impacts in an organization without climate benchmarking?

 Calculating a climate benchmark:

 Pinpoints areas/aspects of a business/building that are emitting the most

 Guides impactful decisions and actions motivated by current impacts

 Creates clarity for program managers, businesses and their customers on how 
environmental actions directly reduce climate impacts

 Easy to report to key stakeholders – community/regional climate action plans, 
funders, etc.

 Align with national climate reduction initiatives



Find the Purpose for your Program

 Why are you collecting data?

 How will you collect the data?

 How much support will your businesses need to collect this information?

 What system will you use to manage the data?

 What tools and/or metrics will you use to calculate environmental outcomes?

 What are acceptable sources for global variables? What partners can you work with 
to help provide/review this information?

 Who will you share this data with?

 Do you need to report the data?

 Are businesses interested in displaying/sharing this data?

 How will consumers/business customers interact with this information?



Track the Most Important Metrics

 Drivers of Data Collection:

 Reporting requirements – funders, partners, stakeholders, etc.

 Alignment with local/regional environmental initiatives

 Program or initiative goals

 Scale of program – i.e. focus on specific sectors vs. most sectors

 Willingness of business community to provide information

 Always test with a small sample of your business network!

 Set a starting point, grow over time (scale)

 Always get feedback from users – key stakeholders!



Tools as a Resource

 Benchmark current use 

 Directly calculate environmental 
outcomes

 Source metrics and global variables for 
your calculations

 Increase efficiency of calculating a 
variety of environmental/cost outcomes

 Review reductions post-implementation



Tools for Climate Benchmarking

 Broad Climate Tools:
 CoolClimate Network Business Calculator

 Holistic business GHG profile

 https://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/business-calculator

 EPA Simplified GHG Emissions Calculator
 Annual GHG tool for small businesses

 https://www.epa.gov/climateleadership/simplified-ghg-emissions-calculator

 EPA Greenhous Gas Equivalencies Calculator 
 Can calculate by specific unit of energy or by emissions data

 https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator

 P2 Cost Calculators
 Cost savings for GHG reductions

 https://www.epa.gov/p2/pollution-prevention-tools-and-calculators

https://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/business-calculator
https://www.epa.gov/climateleadership/simplified-ghg-emissions-calculator
https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator
https://www.epa.gov/p2/pollution-prevention-tools-and-calculators


Tools for Climate Benchmarking
 Specialized Tools:

 EPA ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager

 Energy information, but also tracks waste and water!

 https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/benchmark

 EPA WARM Tool

 Waste reduction and elimination benefits

 https://www.epa.gov/warm

 EPEAT Benefits Calculator

 Electronics environmental benefits

 https://epeat.net/calculators

 ICE Tool

 Embodied carbon in building materials – lifecycle database

 https://circularecology.com/embodied-carbon-footprint-database.html

 Responsible Purchasing Network Green Cleaning P2 Calculator

 Janitorial and building cleaning

 http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/janitor/index.asp

 i-Tree Tool

 Benefits of trees on energy reduction and other factors

 https://www.itreetools.org/

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/benchmark
https://www.epa.gov/warm
https://epeat.net/calculators
https://circularecology.com/embodied-carbon-footprint-database.html
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/janitor/index.asp
https://www.itreetools.org/


Using Tools to Calculate Climate 
Reduction



CoolClimate Calculator
University of California 

Berkeley

https://coolclimate.berkeley.edu
/business-calculator

https://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/business-calculator


EPEAT Benefits 
Calculators

https://epeat.net/calculators

Great webinar explanation of 
tools from the NE Recycling 
Council (includes EPA WARM and 
ReCon tools, much more): 
https://nerc.org/conferences-
and-workshops/webinar2

https://epeat.net/calculators
https://nerc.org/conferences-and-workshops/webinar2


Responsible Purchasing Network Janitorial 
Calculator

http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/janitor/index.asp

http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/janitor/index.asp


Responsible Purchasing Network Janitorial 
Calculator

http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/janitor/index.asp

http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/janitor/index.asp


Managing Programs and Data 



Good for Nevada. Great for Business.



Mission
Educate and assist Nevada businesses 
and organizations in achieving green 
business certification to increase 
economic prosperity and create 
sustainable communities.

Vision
Transition to a thriving, sustainable 
economy that ensures a healthy Nevada 
for generations to come.

Values
• Leadership & Innovation
• Education
• Sustainability
• Community
• Healthy & Wellbeing
• Vibrant Network



Our Partners



Certified 
Nevada Green 
Businesses
June 2021

INNOVATORS

CERTIFIED



An online platform 
makes it easy for 
businesses to 
register and get 
started, track their 
efforts, and 
become certified. 

GreenBizTracker



Green Business 
Action Areas

Energy

Pollution 
Prevention

Solid Waste

Transportation

Wastewater

Water



Get Recognized

NEVADA ROOTS
INNOVATOR Certified Green 
Business
Home & Building Maintenance
Reno, NV



Visit www.nvgreenbusiness.org www.nv.greenbiztracker.org

Contact: info@greenupnow.biz



Communicating Results







Thank you!

Cassie Carroll

Illinois Green Business Program

Green Business Engagement National Network

Cassie@illinoisgba.com

331-305-4422

Don’t fall down the metrics 
rabbit hole!  

Keep it simple and stick to 
your goals/purpose!

mailto:Cassie@illinoisgba.com
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