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2013 NATIONAL SUMMIT ON  
GREEN BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS

• Hosted by A Better City (ABC)

• 34 Participants

• Representing 30 programs nation wide 
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SUMMIT HIGHLIGHTS

• Identifying critical factors for program success

• Funding

• Performance Metrics

• Evaluation

• Utility Engagement

• Programming

• Recognition


• Desire for ongoing interaction

• National network

• Learning/sharing

• National standards

• Funding

http://www.abettercity.org/environment/event_National_Summit_Green_Business_Engagement_Programs.html


Mission: Facilitate sharing and relationship-building among green and/or sustainable business engagement programs 
across the U.S. in order to advance the national interests of such locally-focused approaches and spread effective 
practices.


Scope: National thinking and collaborating, but local action and uniqueness.


Leadership: 

	 	 Co-facilitated by: A Better City and ICLEI

	 	

 
GREEN BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT NATIONAL 

NETWORK
(GBENN) 



• Leadership team – Core group from the summit, formed goals & purpose 

• Webinar Working group – Collaborate on best practice webinars 
throughout the year 
• Research, survey, & select topics 

• Select speakers

• Host presentations


• Membership Development Working Group  
• Coordinate new membership across green business engagement 

programs throughout the U.S.

• Satisfy goals from mission through various activities


• Research funding opportunities

• Maintain communications tools (Chatter via SalesForce and 

LinkedIn group)

 
GREEN BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT NATIONAL 

NETWORK
(GBENN) 



• 100 facilities

• 28 million square feet of commercial real 

estate

• 70,000+ employees

• 4% average aggregated kWh annual savings




ABC’S CHALLENGE FOR SUSTAINABILITY SCORECARD

• Benchmarking & Data Collection

• 100% web based

• Each participant has their own username & password

• ABC relies on participants for the annual utility data

Registration Scorecard 
Completion

Action Plan 
Development





GHG 
Emissions 
Calculated 
in metric 
tons of 
CO2 



• Scores are based on 
items submitted 
through scorecard * 

• All scorecards must be 
approved by program 
administrators.



• Participants choose 
their own goals.


• Items that are not 
currently in place, are 
selected by the 
participant.  These are 
selected as attainable 
goals of the 
organization.



• Action plans are 
accessible and 
editable online at all 
times.  


• Person responsible, 
barriers to 
completion, status 
updates, and target 
completion dates are 
all categories that 
can be updated.  



NEW DIRECTION

Current 
• Score based on items 

submitted on scorecard


• 100+ potential items


• Score normalized out of 
100


• GHG Emissions were 
not calculated into score


2014 
• Score based on action 

items + GHG reductions


• 50% Score – Scorecard


• 50% Score – GHG 
reduction from a 2009 
baseline




GHG REDUCTION SCORE
GHG Reduction Points

0-1.9% 5
2.0-3.9% 10
4.0-5.9% 15
6.0-8.5% 20
8.6-10.9% 25

11.0-13.9% 30
14.0-17.0% 35
17.1-20.5% 40
20.6-24.9% 45

25%+ 50

Scorecard Score Points
0-19 5
20-29 10
30-39 15
40-49 20
50-59 25
60-69 30
70-79 35
80-89 40
90-99 45
100+ 50

100 Points Possible  



Scorecar
d

GHG 
Reductio

n

New 
Score



Old Score Scorecard 
Points

GHG 
Reduction 

GHG Points New Score

61 30 -3.8% 10 40

73 35 -26.5% 50 85

70 35 -11.3% 25 60

65 30 -8.7% 20 50

56 25 -10.2% 25 50

81 40 -7.8% 20 60

64 30 -13.2% 30 60

59 25 -.3% 5 30

74 35 -11.7% 30 65

54 35 + 25% 0 35 

OLD SCORE VERSUS NEW SCORE



THANK YOU
DAVID STRAUS 
Director of TDM & Sustainability  
Dstraus@abettercity.org 

MIHIR PARIKH 
Sustainability Coordinator 
Mparikh@abettercity.org

mailto:Mramey@abettercity.org
mailto:Mparikh@abettercity.org

